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HE WANTS MORE NONEY.

Mayor

s Annual Message to the

Council Interesting
Reading.

Not Money Enough in Sight to Run the
Departments of the City
Government.

He Also Has Something to Say About Special
Assessments and Compensation for
the Use of Streets.

S ——

Mayor Bwirft's aunual message, which
wis presented 1o the Councll Monday
night, deals at length with the condition
of affaire I the varlons munlelpnl de-
partments awl contains a few recom-
mendations  for improvements,  The

Cdocmnent s chameterized by a welf-
lnudatory tone, and wherever possible
comparisons are made with expendi-
mres of former years md n saving s
elaimed. However, the pay rolls In de-
il by months are given for but one
department—that of publle  works—
where there I8 sald to be o decrense
of ROTS,000,

Finnpees and the elty's Insnfliclent
vevenues are the prineipal toples of the
messpge, Bome nttention s devoted to
the specinl assessment evil and to the
subject of compensation for the use of
the sireetn by corporations, On this
Intter point the Mayor deals entirely In
generalitien, The newed of n new rev-
enue law, Involving a possible amemd-
ment of the Bate Coustitution, Is ex-
pressed,

The message s in substance as fol-
lows:

The past municipal year hag heen
free from any extrnordinary tronbles
or disturbances.  Our mnin trouble hns
heen ofttold of trying to administer the
government of n great clty, with lis
over expanding necessities, upon n nav-
row und Inndequate Income, Happily
our clt'zens are showlng on Increasing
interest In the financinl embarimss-
ments of the cvity, ns well as In the
other munlelpal problems which affect
us, aid It seemn reasonable to expect
that kome measure of rellef will soon
come, But the past year shows sub-
stantiul results nud progress, A clvil
wervice law, belleved to be the best In
existonce, hns been put Into thorough
and complete operution. The long
pending dispute with the Illinolx Cen-
tm! Rallroad Company over the lnke
front las been Anally settled and in a
form which promises to give to this clty
ot nn early day an attrnctive park near
the heart of It business center, Pro-
vislon has beett made for the removal
of mauy miles of rallways from the sur-
face of the streets, nud the mllway
companles are manifesting a growing
dispoaition to co-operate with the city In
future elevation work. These are some
of the events of the past year to which
we may look back with satisfaction
both as cltizens und as publie officials,

That the clty's revenues are insufli.
clent for Its needs is generally under-
stood, but comparatively few people
realize the extent of this deplarable
Insuiticlency, At the present time our
citizens are finding thelr taxes consld-
embly Increased and a large propor-
tlon of them do npot understand that
no part of this lncrease goes to the
benefit of the municipal government
proper, For the last five years, under
the operation of the law limiting the
amount of the tax levy, there has been
no substantial change In the amount
of the taxes levied by the clty. On
the other hand, there has been n
distinet Increase In the taxes levied
for the drainnge canal, for the sup-
port of schools and the malutenanee
of the park systems, In the meantime
the necessities of the clty have been
incrensing In every directlon, thus

" making the disproportion between It
revenues amd Its requirements gradu-
ally greater. 1t has been my deter
mination that the floating Indebtedness
of the city should mot be increased
during my administration, and I mean
to adbere to #hat determination if pow-
slble, In the present condition of
things, without unlawfully running luto
debt, streets cannot be properly clean-
«d, pavements, bridges and viaducts
and other public works cannot be prop-
erly maintalned and the police force
must continue Inadequate.

Tables showing receipts, expenditur-
es, liabilitles and assets are given In
connection with the general subject of
finamce, The total cash whortage on
Jan. 1, 1805, was §5,148,462.08,

The report then continues:

It bas been claimed that this cash
ghortage was offset by the gemeral
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fund amonniing o SL4HLTHNI0, Ax
a matter of fact, the mmonnt to the
eredlt of the general fund was not
avallable, the entlve s having been
loaned to the varlous ety departments
ad used to pay thelr bills In antlelpa-
tion of the eollectlon of taxes of 184
levied for thelr payment, The actunl
cash represented by this credit of §2,.
HH,TA010 wan not and conld not be
avallable untl the tnxes of 18M (col-
leeted In full a year later) shonld come
to hand, ‘The amount to the eredit of
the general fund on Joan. 1, 18006, was
a paper eredit and not a cash one, be-
g made ap of debts due i from de-
partments, the payment of  which
woull have to awalt the collection
of thely taxes,

Jan, 1, 1800, the necounts of the eclty
were 80 IM200.28 shiort, not deducting
cneh In the trensury, On the same date
FLUTEN0T.20 comprined the entire cash
In the treasury, 1t follows, there
fore, that on sald date there was an
nctual net eash shoriage of $4,481,-
H2.02, To thix ndd $AT,000 for water
certifieates and It 1s evident that the
elty ut that time was short §5,148, 402,08
to meet labilltles past due,

It is wometimes sald that the clty of
Chleago has a suticlent Income to mee;
all nevcessary expemditures if economy
In practiosd, The statement s not trae,
Your henorable bady reduced the estl
mntes of the departments for TR over
2,000,000 and appropeinted manifestly
Inndequate sums fpr absolutely noeces
mary expenses, For example, the sum
of EHB,000 war appropriated for gas,
oll nud electrle lightlng, when It waa
nppavrent that the actual cost of sueh
Hghting would amount to more than
00000, I# we had llmited the street
Nghting aceording to the approprintion
our citizgens would have been  for
months past nbsolutely withont lght,
The small appropriation was made be-
eaune of the bellef that the gns com-
panles could be put off and made to ac-
cept Judgments in llen of cash,

We had In 1803 1,100 miles of Improv-
ed streets and alleys, There was ap-
proprinted the sum of R225,000 for keep-
Ing them clean, obvlously an Insuf-
clent amount, It the approprintion was
divided equally among the seveml
months, and ench and every street re-
celved equal attention, It wonld result
I the expenditure of (3 cents per dny
for each mile of streete. At the begin.
ning of the present  administration
there had been expended for streel
cleaning from Jonunry to April 1, the
sum of $140.204.55, lenving an unex-
pended balapee for the remalning nine
wouths of $100,705.45. This, If equal-
Iy distelbuted, would make o dally ex-
penditure of not quite 47 conts per
mile, ‘The total appropriation made to
clean 1,100 miles of lmproved streets
and alleys and to remove garbmge,
ushes, ote,, Including the cost of super-
vislon, was $GG5,000 (In 1808 the appro-
priation was §1,000,000). New York,
with Jess than 400 miles of streetr and
alleys, had £3,070,000 for street clean.
Ing, removal of garbage, nelies, ete,, for
the present fiscal year,

For the repalr of 1,100 miles of lm-
proved strects there was approprinted
for the present fiscal year the sum of
§200,000 or $15 per mile per year, For
the care and cleaning of 1,408 miles of
unimproved streets the sum of $150,000
was appropriuted, or 10,00 per mile
per year,

We have reduced the bonded debt
during the year 180, $534,00,

The expenses estimated as necossary
by the heads of departments for the
year 1800 for corporate purposes
amounted to §11,171,008.04; the Ineome
for corporate purposes, based on in-
come of 1805, la estimated at 88,625,
8u4.00; showing a deficlency In Income
to meet estimated expenses amounting
to $2,046,050.88,

Owing to the above deficlency, there
conld be appropriated but §8,500,000 for
corporate expenses of 1808, thereby

all the departments and ren-
dering it imposalble to give satistactory
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PROF. JOHN P. BARRETT,

City Electriclan.

e nminm O IS STFUERIe along
under these adverse conditions until n
New revenue h‘l w Ill'l‘lllhl It to secuire
falr share of the tmxes pald by our eltl-
rons,  The assesscd valuntlon of the
township of Lake View for 180
amonnted o $5004, 420, on which o tax
of 2 per cent was levied for corporate
purposes, producing In money for chiy
expetines only $11088808, The cost of
malntmining the pollce foree In Lake
View alone, for 1805, amonntsl to 8130,-
HLOT. It will be seen that the entlve
town of Lake View does not pay 1o the
elty cnough money In taxes to malntain
Its poliee foree, rendering It unneces-
anry to refer to lts expenses for tire
department, street amd alley cleaning,
bridges and  munielpnl  salavies, ete,
I'his I8 tene of wany of the other towng,
Changes In the revenue law, which will
produce a lnvger Income for corporate
purposes, Is  ulsolutely necessary or
F these conditlons will continue,

The totul bonded debt of Chicage on
Jan, 1, 1805, was §17,722,050; the pros.
ent bonded debt is $17,188,00); showing
u reduction during 1808 of &ii4,000,

Bouds amountiug to 82,748,000 bear-
Ing Interest at 7 per cent per annumm
wereretived nnd refunded ot 4 per cent,
thus effecting, with the bonds redecimed
and canceled, an annual saving In o
terest of ¥118,200,

Complaints  are  frequently  made
nbout the working of our specinl as-
sessient system, and It must be adwmit-
tedd that there s some foundation for
them, The elty’s lnck of resources often
compels It to put the expense of some
neaded work upon property owners, as
It mny Inwfully do, when In fulrmess
the work should justly be pald for out
of the publie treasury. The law allow-
Ing ussessments to be pald In install
ments s partleularly unsatisfactory,
and in many, If not most, cases resulis
In Injustice elther to the contractor or
to soie of the property owners nssess-
ol

The volume of business has lnrgely
Increased over that of the previous
year, ns there were 1,010 assessments
made In 1804, amounting to FLINM,-
721,11, while In 1805 there were 1,402,
unmounting to §4,014,787.11, The ex-
penses of the bureau were £84,005.10
lens than for 1804,

The subject of compensation for the
use of streets v somewhat hackneyed,
but it s too much allve to be passed
over without notiee here, Llcouses for
wie use of streets—which we commonly,
but erroncously, call “franchises"—are
constantly belng granted and must In
the nature of things continue to be
granted in some degree to corporations
of all kinds and to Individuals for varied
purposes, The justiication for such
grants 1 the publie benefit expected to
be derived therefrom, directly or Indl-
rectly, Conditions are changing all the
time, bringing new demands which
must be met, A license to a street rall-
way company to use a certaln street at
one time might well be something for
which the community could afford to
pay, where at & later period It would be
enormously valuable and capable of be-
ing wold at a high price If the street
were unoceupled. The same thing ap-
pHes to licenses in different localities of
the city and ‘it applies equally to the
use of a street by a fruit stand, by a gas

maln, or by a rallway track. The pros-
ent sentiment of  the community i
clearly In favor of exacting n monetary
compenmition to the elty for strvet prive
Heges In all coses where It s reasonable
or  practienble, and  this  sentlnent
weems 0 be jJust, 1 am heartlly n ae
cord with it 1t Ia plaln that the com-
pensation should bear some relation to
the value of the privileges geanted nud
to the pronts likely to be realiged there-
from, During the past year 1 have made
every reasonnble effort conslstent with
what seemed to be p due regard for the
publie Intevest to obtaln adequite coms
pensation for the peivilege of using the
streets and In most Instances with o
fnlr degree of success,  In some In.
stpees where 1 have felt consoenined
to yleld my personal Judgment 1 have
done wo with great reluctance,

Moyor Bwift then told the Council
that hie had made gratifying progross
in the matter of trnck clevation, After
fellei*ating himself on the manuer In
which be has arvavged mntters with
the linols Central Rallway on the Inke
front, he discusses the civil service lnw,
und avers that It has mken the pollee
out of polities,

Regarding the non-publication of pay
rolls Le says:

One ¢ffect of the operation of the civil
service Inw cnused me to discontinne
the pulllication of the elty pay rolls in
the Councll procecdings,  All pay rolls
go to the civil werviee commisslon for
certinention before the Comptroller wil)
npprove them, Ax new men eannot he
placed In the serviee or npon the pay
rolls, nor old men promoted, nor sal
nrles o wuges rulsed exeept upon the
recommendntion of the comminsion and
after eanmination, it is plain thar the
veritlieation of the rolls by the commis.
slon Is nn almolute cheek upon apnything
Hke pay voll stuting, The existence of
this check seemed 10 e to render the
further publication of the pay rolls,
with Its attendant expwnse, UNNEeCes
wATY,

On the gquestion of tnxation the Mayor
reviews the work of the commisslon
recently appoluted by him to Inguire
Into the alleged Inequalities of valua-
tlon In the business center of the city,
He declares that the report of the cow-
mittee shows there are glaring Inequall
ties in uasessments and that much prop-
erty Is escaplog It fulr share of taxa-
tlon, "The Mayor then continues:

The wuggestion has already heen
made to we to appoint a slmllar com-
mission to investigate personal proper.
ty assessments, and it s not unlikely
that 1 shall appoint such a commission
at an carly date, Efforis must neces-
sarlly be made at the next sesslon of
the General Assembly to secure amend-
ments of the revenue law, The ex-
pense of the work to date has been np-
proximately $10,000 and under the cir-
cumstances 1 think this expense should
be borue by the city and that prompt
provision should be made for its pay-
ment.

that the city government cannot be con-
ducteq cheaply, and urges that existing
laws Le changed to admit of an Increase
of revenue,

Complaints regarding the Ipef.
clency of the water system have been

plliug up so rapldly dueing the last
few days that the Depariment of 1'ub-
He Works has had prepared o state-
ment showlng the amount In gallons
of water pumped at eaeh statlon doy-
Ing July and August of last year and
also the twtals and comparisons for
the ftipst eleven days of the curvent
month, It s as follows:

Totul.

Total pumpage Jaly, 1805, T 8T10000,0082
Average paoguse Joly, INO5 205,780,408
Total pumpage Ang., TSUG, S ONL TS 340
Ave pumpage Aug., 1IN, L, 200, T4
Total May 110 11, ISM, .. ... NELTT
Avirage May 1 to 11, INtel, . 208500017

“Fvery statlon o the elty Is working
to bs fall eapachy,” sald a depariment
offfelal, *and the only solutlon of the
problem Is more tmonels and  more
pumplug  statlons,  The pollee have
been ordered to enforee the law agalns
allowing warer to run all day or sprin.
kling lawns during the daytime, amd
we are dolng all we can o glve goml
service with the present system,”

Opening the bids for the construe-
tlon of the plant, condulis, lamps and
the wiring for the cleetrle light sys-
tem of the west parks oceupled most
of the meeting of the Commissloners
Tuesday afternoon, In all about wev-
enty-five bids were opened,  No an-
nouncement of awards has been made,
The bldx ave for varlous portions of
the work amnd bear on such different
propositlons that time will be  ¢on-
sumed In tliguring them out,

The proposed tralley line erossing
Centeal Park bonlevard at Chieago ave-
nue wis the subject of a report from
the Improvement committes, The re-
port recommended thar the board con-
struer o subway on Chleago avenue,
the probable cost of which will be be-
tween RI000 and §40,000, the expense
to be shared with the West Chicago
Btreet Rallway Company, as may be
agread upon,

Chief of Police Badenoch s after the
Connty Board for the manner in which
It vestricts the admizsion of patients In-
to the detentlon hospital, He says hix
department is handicapped by the con-
duet of the County Board and that the
persong who are refused ndmlttanee to
the detention hospltul are injured by
the lack of proper care, The subject
kas often come up for solution by the
Chief, nnd he has attempted to correct
the evil through the County Board, but
has falled, Tuesday morning the abuse
was again called to hix attentlon by
Clty Irosecutor Tatge, Mr. Tatge was
at the Desplnines street station and
found there a man who, to his mind, s
clearly a candidate for the detention
hospital, and there the County Plys!-
clan refused to admit him on the ground
that the man was not properly commit-
ted, although the City Physiclan pro-
nounces him insane.

Waukegan will have an electrie rall-
way !n operation by the end of the
mounth, The work belng done gives col-
or to the report that the'line, which
runs from Waukegan to North Chicugo,
Is to be part of the through line from
Chicago to Milwaukee,

ALTGELD AND

FREE SILVER.

Conventions Throughout the State
Instructing Delegates to
That Effeot.

The South Town Board Nearly Out of
Money, and Will Close Up [f
Not Enriched.

Chicago School Census Will 8how a Popula-
tion of Over a Million and
a Half

Cass Connty Demoernis held  thely
connty couventlon ot Vieginta Monday,
amd a fll representation was present.
A resolution declaring for the free
and unlimbed colnage of silver az 104
o I was adopted by o vote of 58 1o s,
Resolutions Indorsing  dovernor Ali-
geld for renomination were also on-
thusiastically adopted, The State dele-
wates, J, K, Roblnson, A, M. Pendleton,
W. W Mathew, Dough Hager, Frank
Costior amd Theodore Relinar, ave In-
strietedd o vote for Johin 1%, Altgeld
and free sliver.

There wins a mass conventlon lield
by the Demoerats of Alexander County
at Catro to wlect delegiates to the Con-
gressional, Riate, Renatorinl and Judl-
clal conventlons, A resolution In fa-
vor of the free and unlimited colnage
of silver In the vatlo of 16 to 1 was ear-
rled. “The State delegates are Instruet-
e for John I Altgeld for Governor
and Willlam Q. MetGee for tie Legls.
Lature,

Members of the 8onth ‘fown Boawmd
Iave made a statement In explanation
of the Anditors' actlon In passing an or-
dlanee for a wx levy of B30 on
property owners,  In Apell, 1805, the
boanl recelved from RBupervisor Lelen-
decker R24440.70, amd the total sum
recelved  durlng the year was 871,-
GENAN, From the amount the follow-
Ing balanees on salarles weve pald;

Hoenry Bost, assomsor, . oo0 .0 eea. K11,540
Murtin W, Homn, eollector, ..., 4,200
Abe Jucobs, elerk.,oooninven.. 20470

ol inaveaniainsaes F— J H AT

The stat=ment pude by members of
the boamd continnes nx follow <!

This year the bowd recelved from ex-
Bupervisor 8herlock the sum of X741,
02, This amonnt of money Is ull that
the town has with which to pay ex-.
penses untll the time of collections De-
cember, 180 The present boned axks
for n wmx levy of 850,000, which, In ad-
dition to 87,000,023 recelved from ex-
Buperyisor Bherlock, will give the town
an avillable fund of 57000002, which
INRRGINLOT less than the expenses of the
town for lust year up until Dee, 7, 1805,
when the Collector made his st pay-
ment to the Buperyisor of the 2 per cent,
alloweil on collections,

The netlon of the board was not an-
precedented. In 1801 the avallnble
funds were not sutticlent to pay the ex-
penses of the town and o tx levy of
40,000 was ordered by the town hoard
nnd the Boawrd of County Commission-
ors hid the snme extended on the books
of the County Clerk. What was done,
necording to the Town Attorney and
Bupervisor, was done legally and In
stelet conformity with the statute In
such case made and provided,  The
town has not the money necessary for
TOWn expenses,  Assessor Hepbhurn hins
n right to net as a member of the bouwl
In the absence of any member.  In
urticle 18, sectlon 2, on township or-
gnnkntion, the statute gives the As-
sessor and Collector this right,

The school consus of thik year, It Is
estimnted by clerks In the office, will
mobably show a population of over
L3000, This s about the population
figured two years ngo before o percent-
age was added, The finul figures at
that thme were 1L,WT,750, There are
still two or three books ont in territory
undergolng recanvass, hut It Is hoped
by Bupt. Btanford that these will be
returned at once, so that the figures
may e submitted to the school consus
committee of the Board of Education
the lnst of the week,

Bupt, Btanford does not know wheth-
or the committee will be willing to
announee the grand total untll the fig-
ures can be bettor tabulated,

Bouth Town Assessor Hepburn says
he will be compelled to close hin office
it money is not forthcoming within a
fow days. “This ofice will be closed
within & week unless monoy to pay
salaries ls forthcoming," sald Assessor
Hepburn Tuesday. “This ls 8 grave

matter, n which the peaple of -
CaRo are far more interested than |
am. Personally 1T am regdy 1o come-
piete the work of making the nssess-
ment which T was elected to perforn.
But (o do so 1 must have lnanelal help
from somewhere, and as taxpayers ot
the town mecting =aw 1t to refuse to
Yoo o tax levy for town purposes e
rests with them or with the connty
board 1o see 1o the providing of funds
for the assessment, unless they want
o see the ety lose o large portlon of
the revenue of the year.

An oplnion on vedistrleiing the clty
has been vendered by Corporation
Connsel Beale to the commities on elee-
tlons of the Counell.  He says the Conn-
ell has anthority 1o ehange ward houy-
davies, but mny not Inerease or de-
creasd’ the pumber of wards,

Alderman Foster of the Twenty-sev-
enth Ward has prepared o “glder” for
the Unlon loop ovdlvance, providing ror
a trolley lne In Armbtage avenue from
Wost Hth streot o Contral avenue.
This Hue, If constrneted, will benetit
resldents of the northwest slide by form-
Ing 0 connecting link In present (rans-
portation facilitios,

Comptraller Wetherell may galn
Victory over Cliy Treasurer Wolf In
an opinion ta be rendersd by the eliy
law departinent on a controversy li-
tween the ofticlals,  The declslon may
be that the Chy ‘Treasurer must e
copt taxes collected by the Counnty
Treasneer ax deposited by the latter
official,  Compteoller Wetherell  will
then dechle o what funds the money
will be divected.

Thowas 1, MeXNichols, Commilsslonor
of Cook County, s been acquitted of
the charvge of bhribery made agniust him
In commectlon with the Michael J,
O'Rrien Indletment.

The case was summarily digposed of
Tuesdny. 1t began in the morning nmd
at 260 o'clock In the afternoon It wan
over, Judge 'ayne and Robert B, Cant.
well were the prinelpal withesses,

A Jury of twelve moen heard the evl-
dence, but the members wore as lay
figures as far as any opinion of thely
own in the promises wus coneernsd,
Amslsiant Bmte's Attorney MeBlherne
sald he did not think he had addoeed
suficient proof 1o warrant a4 convietion,
and Judge Freeman instraeted the jury
to return a verdiet of not gulley,

At the meeting of the Dealuage Bonwd
the monthly reports were recelved nid
approved, as were the vouchors tor
F100TLAT,  The reports showed the
totnl rumber of cmployes to e 205, of
which 152 are In the englneoring depart-
ment, Welr, MeKechney & Co, were ye-
fused extrn compensation for work on
thelr seetlon, A resolution was passod
directing the attorney to pay $30,337 to
the Treasurer of Will County, to hwe
awarded by him to the owners of prop-
ovty recently condemned, Camphell &
Dennin, of Jollet, wers the suceessial
biddems for the construction of retnin-
Ing walls in section 14, Of sixteen bld-
ders, thelr bid of K80,882 was the low-
oty the highest belug 8130,000,

Five dnmage sults were hegun ngainst
Mayor Bwirt and members of the
Clvie Federatlon by Willlam Bkakel
and R. E. Behuman, Bkakel's pariner,
who sued the Mayor In the Buperior
Court for $50,000, and in the same
court Plerce Guan began an actlon
against Lyman J. Gage for the same
amount, In the Circuit Court Skakel
sued Franklin MacVeagh for $30,000,
and sults for the same amount were
begun by W. H. Rowan agalnst E, N.
Dreyer and by Harry Kohn agalost W,
T. Baker, the President of the Clvie
Federation,

Rather than try the lssue as to wheth-
or the instruments seiged In the ralds
on Willlam Bkakel's alleged bucket
shops were gambling implements be-
fore a jury the attorneys for the Clvie

Federation withdrew the case,



